
Promoting our 
innovative city
  

Each month we are bringing you details 
of innovations developed by creative and 
inventive people and companies based 
in the Southampton region. This month 
we are taking a look at one man who 
is moving Southampton forward as an 
innovative city of excellence.

Business Southampton is always 
interested to hear about and promote the 
innovations being used within the city 
past and present. Information on  
how to submit details can be found  
on the website or by contacting  
Anna Boterhoek on 02380 233 741. 
www.businesssouthampton.com  

Southampton has been the birthplace of 
many exciting innovations from optical 
ǖ`pcq rm _bt_lacb k_pglc rcaflmjmew, Mlc 
md rfc agrwƝq npmsbcqr `m_qrq* rfmsef* gq grq 
jmle _qqmag_rgml ugrf Qgp Rgk @cplcpq+Jcc* 
the man universally recognised as being 
rfc gltclrmp md ncpf_nq rfc kmqr qgelgǖa_lr 
gllmt_rgml md _jj* rfc Umpjb Ugbc Uc`, Rm rmn 
that Berners-Lee has just been voted the 
umpjbƝq Lm,/ jgtgle eclgsq,

Amkgle msr ml rmn md rfc lcu qsptcw* 
amlbsarcb `w ejm`_j amlqsjr_lrq ǖpk 
Apc_rmpq Qwlcargaq* gq _ epc_r _aamj_bc dmp rfc 
University of Southampton scientist as it puts 

Innovations in Southampton
Slgtcpqgrw qagclrgqr tmrcb umpjbƝq rmn eclgsq

fgk ǖpqr ml _ jgqr md cvrpckcjw glǗsclrg_j _lb 
fgef npmǖjc ncmnjc dpmk _pmslb rfc umpjb, 
Amtcpgle rfc ǖcjbq md qagclac* rcaflmjmew* 
`sqglcqq _lb rfc _prq* rfc jgqr gq bmkgl_rcb 
by British brains and talent and includes 
fellow scientist Steven Hawking who is 7th in 
rfc jgqr* B_kgcl Fgpqr /3th* F_pmjb Nglrcp 1/st* 
Richard Branson 49th _lb N_sj KaA_prlcw 
36th. Also on the genius list are Bill Gates and 
Lcjqml K_lbcj_,

Gltclrgle rfc Uc`* mp ƜKcqfƝ _q fc mpgegl_jjw 
a_jjcb gr* u_q @cplcpq+JccƝq egdr rm rfc 
world. It was developed by the physicist 
between1989 and 1991 as a system to 
mpe_lgqc* jgli _lb `pmuqc n_ecq ml rfc 
glrcplcr, Rfc amknsrcp ambc fc a_kc sn ugrf* 
a_jjcb fwncprcvr* _jjmucb mrfcp qagclrgqrq 
he was working with at the time to share 
pcqc_paf ǖlbgleq _apmqq _ amknsrcp lcrumpi, 
Berners-Lee ensured that the technology 
he had created was license-free making the 
system free to use all around the globe.
Rfc Lm,/ jgtgle eclgsq r_e gq rfc j_rcqr 
_u_pb dmp @cplcpq+Jcc* `sr rfc Slgtcpqgrw 
md Qmsrf_knrml u_q rfc ǖpqr rm mǘag_jjw 
recognise his work when it awarded him his 
ǖpqr fmlmp_pw bcepcc `_ai gl /774, Qglac 
2004 Sir Tim has been Chair of Computer 
Qagclac _r rfc Slgtcpqgrw md Qmsrf_knrmlƝq 
Qafmmj md Cjcarpmlgaq _lb Amknsrcp Qagclac* 
a post he still holds today.

Tim Berners-Lee Facts:
�@mpl gl Jmlbml gl /733* pc_b nfwqgaq _r OscclƝq 
College, Oxford and while at university he built his 
ǖpqr amknsrcp ugrf _ qmjbcpgle gpml* RRJ e_rcq* _l 
M6800 processor and an old television.

�In 1984, he took up a fellowship at CERN, Switzerland

�Created web in late 1980s and early 1990s and 
gkkcbg_rcjw mǕcpcb gr dpcc ml rfc lcr, K_lw 
contributed to the development of the internet 
`sr `cdmpc @cplcpq+Jcc rfcpc ucpc lm Ɵ`pmuqcpq*Ơ 
lmrfgle ilmul _q Ɵfwncprcvr k_pisn j_les_ec*Ơ  
lm ƟuuuƠ gl _lw Glrcplcr _bbpcqq* lm ƟSPJq*Ơ  
or uniform resource locators.

�In 1994 he founded World Wide Web Consortium  
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

�In 1999 he was named by Time Magazine as one of 
the top 20 scientists and thinkers of the twentieth 
century and was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II on 
Friday, July 16, 2004. 

�2004 became Chair of Computer Science at the 
Slgtcpqgrw md Qmsrf_knrmlƝq Qafmmj md Cjcarpmlgaq 
and Computer Science.

�Sir Tim Berners-Lee currently heads up the World 
Wide Web Consortium (W3C) at MIT in Boston, where 
he is now based as an academic.


